
Zaytouna Primary School

SEND Parent Coffee Morning

Tuesday 24th June 2025



Objectives

 Gestalt Language Processing

 Discussion

 Future Coffee mornings



What is Gestalt Language Processing?

The use of scripts within 
language development - the other 
typical way for your child to learn 

language.



How do we learn language?

 Often portrayed as the ‘typical’ way of learning language

 Building blocks approach 

 Bottom up approach to language development

Phrases

First Words

Vocalisations 

&

Babbling

Sentences

Storytelling

Use of 

grammar

&

Conversation

This is what is known as:

Analytical Language 
Processing



Words are Units

 The word ‘gestalt’ means ‘whole,’ so gestalt units are typically long ‘wholes,’
whole sentences, whole songs, whole stories.

 GLPs naturally recognise their importance when they hear them because
they’re part of whole experiences.

 Gestalts are like the sound-track of experiences, or life episodes. And
when they’re spoken in every-day language, children recognise their
boundaries by the silences that surround them. The speaker pauses
momentarily, and gestalt kids pay attention.



Words are Units

 These ‘units’ are whole chunks of language, and if spoken
later (‘delayed echolalia’) the foundation of gestalt
language development.

 Confusingly, gestalts can be single words:

 “wow!”

 “No!”

 However; they are more often longer.

 The language of any important experience or ‘episode’ of
life might be a gestalt that a child spontaneously acquires
and uses later. And any language ‘whole’ that is acquired
naturally represents a ‘unit of meaning’ for a gestalt child.

 The meaning isn’t the adult definition, but the
emotional/social ‘whole’ of the situation as experienced by
the child.





Echolalia

 It is real language development for children and young adults who are ‘echolalic’ — especially
gestalt language processors.

 The echoing of language can be single words but can also be whole chunks of language: some
short, some long — some from media, some from songs, and plenty from the other people in their
lives, including you!



How to spot a GLP









So what can we do?

 LISTEN to the child's communicative attempts and do the detective work!

 ACKNOWLEDGE their gestalts/delayed echolalia as communicative
attempt, by imitating what you hear and/or nodding, smiling, etc.

 MODEL an appropriate gestalt back to them for the situation.

 Avoid "Say...." Instead, provide exact models of natural language kids may
say during play (e.g., "Wanna come play?" "We can build this together."
"Let's do that again." )

 Get away from always prompting kids say "I want..." It's not natural.

 LIMIT questions during early stages. Until children get to stage
3, expressive language and building their inventory of gestalts should be the
primary focus.

 NARRATE their play using language that can easily be mix and matched to
make other combos (e.g., "It's a...." "Let’s..." "I'm...")





Gestalt Langauge Processing…

https://sensoryclassroom.org/blogs/sensoryclassroom/gestal

t-language-processing-stages

Marge Blanc -

https://communicationdevelopmentcenter.com/

www.private-speech-therapy.co.uk

https://sensoryclassroom.org/blogs/sensoryclassroom/gestalt-language-processing-stages
https://communicationdevelopmentcenter.com/
http://www.private-speech-therapy.co.uk/


Future Coffee Mornings

• Tuesday 30th September 2025 @ 9:15am

• Tuesday 25th November 2025 @ 9:15am

• Tuesday 27th January 2026 @ 9:15am

• Tuesday 24th March 2026 @ 9:15am

• Tuesday 19th May 2026 @ 9:15am

• Tuesday 7th July 2026 @ 9:15am

Please share 

any parent 

voice/feedback



SEND Support

• https://www.zaytounaprimary.co.uk/send/

• https://schoolsportal.derby.gov.uk/sen/

• https://derbysendiass.org.uk/

• https://www.autism.org.uk/what-we-do/branches/nas-

derby-district-branch

• https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/

https://www.zaytounaprimary.co.uk/send/
https://schoolsportal.derby.gov.uk/sen/
https://derbysendiass.org.uk/
https://www.autism.org.uk/what-we-do/branches/nas-derby-district-branch
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/


Any questions


